ERASMUS

the whole intellectual world, find time to dispute on
theological matters with an obscure monk in the depths
of Saxony? He passed the information by, little know-
ing that the hour had struck when his own life and that
of the world at large were to take a new turn. So far
he had stood alone, master of Europe and master of
the new interpretation of the Gospels: now a mighty
opponent had arisen. With gentle finger, hardly audible,
Martin Luther tapped at the door of Erasmus's heart;
his name had not yet been mentioned, but before long
that name \vas to sound throughout the world as the
heir and conqueror of Erasmus.

This first encounter between Luther and Erasmus
took place in the abstract world; and never in subsequent
years were they destined to meet in person. A kind of
instinct made the two men avoid one another. And
yet their names were frequently coupled, their portraits
appeared side by side, they were both proclaimed the
rescuers from the Roman yoke, and extolled as the first
honest German reformers. History has deprived us of
a magnificent dramatic episode, for it would truly have
been a moving sight to see these two meet face to face
in controversy. Seldom does destiny produce such funda-
mentally contrasted men as Erasmus and Luther, differ-
ing completely both as to character and as to physique.
In flesh and blood, in norm and form, in mental capacity
and in conduct of life, from the outward bodily manifes-
tation to the finest of nerve-fibres they hailed from
different and hostile races, so far as habit of body and
mind were concerned. The conciliatory temperament as
opposed to the fanatical, cosmopolitanism against
nationalism, evolution versus revolution.

Let us consider the exterior differences. Luther, son
of a miner and offspring of peasant stock, enjoying per-
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